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to an opportunity to respond orally im-
mediately after the act or inaction
covered by this section is noted by the
administrative law judge.

(3) Requests for the imposition of
sanctions by any party, and the impo-
sition of sanctions, shall be treated for
interlocutory review purposes in the
same manner as any other ruling by
the administrative law judge.

(4) Section not exclusive. Nothing in
this section shall be read as precluding
the administrative law judge or the
Board of Directors from taking any
other action, or imposing any restric-
tion or sanction, authorized by applica-
ble statute or regulation.

§308.109 Suspension and disbarment.

(a) Discretionary suspension and dis-
barment. (1) The Board of Directors
may suspend or revoke the privilege of
any counsel to appear or practice be-
fore the FDIC if, after notice of and op-
portunity for hearing in the matter,
that counsel is found by the Board of
Directors:

(i) Not to possess the requisite quali-
fications to represent others;

(ii) To be seriously lacking in char-
acter or integrity or to have engaged in
material unethical or improper profes-
sional conduct;

(iii) To have engaged in, or aided and
abetted, a material and knowing viola-
tion of the FDIA; or

(iv) To have engaged in contemp-
tuous conduct before the FDIC. Sus-
pension or revocation on the grounds
set forth in paragraphs (a)(1) (ii), (iii),
and (iv) of this section shall only be or-
dered upon a further finding that the
counsel’s conduct or character was suf-
ficiently egregious as to justify suspen-
sion or revocation.

(2) Unless otherwise ordered by the
Board of Directors, an application for
reinstatement by a person suspended or
disbarred under paragraph (a)(1) of this
section may be made in writing at any
time more than three years after the
effective date of the suspension or dis-
barment and, thereafter, at any time
more than one year after the person’s
most recent application for reinstate-
ment. The suspension or disbarment
shall continue until the applicant has
been reinstated by the Board of Direc-
tors for good cause shown or until, in
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the case of a suspension, the suspen-
sion period has expired. An applicant
for reinstatement under this provision
may, in the Board of Directors’ sole
discretion, be afforded a hearing.

(b) Mandatory suspension and disbar-
ment. (1) Any counsel who has been and
remains suspended or disbarred by a
court of the United States or of any
state, territory, district, common-
wealth, or possession; or any person
who has been and remains suspended or
barred from practice before the OCC,
Board of Governors, the OTS, the
NCUA, the Securities and Exchange
Commission, or the Commodity Fu-
tures Trading Commission; or any per-
son who has been convicted of a felony,
or of a misdemeanor involving moral
turpitude, within the last ten years,
shall be suspended automatically from
appearing or practicing before the
FDIC. A disbarment, suspension, or
conviction within the meaning of this
paragraph (b) shall be deemed to have
occurred when the disbarring, sus-
pending, or convicting agency or tri-
bunal enters its judgment or order, re-
gardless of whether an appeal is pend-
ing or could be taken, and includes a
judgment or an order on a plea of nolo
contendere or on consent, regardless of
whether a violation is admitted in the
consent.

(2) Any person appearing or prac-
ticing before the FDIC who is the sub-
ject of an order, judgment, decree, or
finding of the types set forth in para-
graph (b)(1) of this section shall
promptly file with the Executive Sec-
retary a copy thereof, together with
any related opinion or statement of the
agency or tribunal involved. Failure to
file any such paper shall not impair the
operation of any other provision of this
section.

(3) A suspension or disbarment under
paragraph (b)(1) of this section from
practice before the FDIC shall continue
until the applicant has been reinstated
by the Board of Directors for good
cause shown, provided that any person
suspended or disbarred under para-
graph (b)(1) of this section shall be
automatically reinstated by the Execu-
tive Secretary, upon appropriate appli-
cation, if all the grounds for suspension
or disbarment under paragraph (b)(1) of
this section are subsequently removed
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by a reversal of the conviction (or the
passage of time since the conviction)
or termination of the underlying sus-
pension or disbarment. An application
for reinstatement on any other grounds
by any person suspended or disbarred
under paragraph (b)(1) of this section
may be filed no sooner than one year
after the suspension or disbarment, and
thereafter, a new request for reinstate-
ment may be made no sooner than one
year after the counsel’s most recent re-
instatement application. The applica-
tion must comply with the require-
ments of §303.3 of this chapter. An ap-
plicant for reinstatement under this
provision may, in the Board of Direc-
tors’ sole discretion, be afforded a hear-
ing.

(c) Hearings under this section. Hear-
ings conducted under this section shall
be conducted in substantially the same
manner as other hearings under the
Uniform Rules, provided that in pro-
ceedings to terminate an existing FDIC
suspension or disbarment order, the
person seeking the termination of the
order shall bear the burden of going
forward with an application and with
the burden of proving the grounds sup-
porting the application, and that the
Board of Directors may, in its sole dis-
cretion, direct that any proceeding to
terminate an existing suspension or
disbarment by the FDIC be limited to
written submissions.

(d) Summary suspension for contemp-
tuous conduct. A finding by the admin-
istrative law judge of contemptuous
conduct during the course of any pro-
ceeding shall be grounds for summary
suspension by the administrative law
judge of a counsel or other representa-
tive from any further participation in
that proceeding for the duration of
that proceeding.

(e) Practice defined. Unless the Board
of Directors orders otherwise, for the
purposes of this section, practicing be-
fore the FDIC includes, but is not lim-
ited to, transacting any business with
the FDIC as counsel or agent for any
other person and the preparation of
any statement, opinion, or other paper
by a counsel, which statement, opin-
ion, or paper is filed with the FDIC in
any registration statement, notifica-
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tion, application, report, or other docu-
ment, with the consent of such counsel.

[56 FR 37975, Aug. 9, 1991, as amended at 64
FR 62100, Nov. 16, 1999; 68 FR 48270, Aug. 13,
2003]

Subpart D—Rules and Procedures
Applicable to Proceedings
Relating to Disapproval of Ac-
quisition of Control

§308.110 Scope.

Except as specifically indicated in
this subpart, the rules and procedures
in this subpart, subpart B of the Local
Rules, and the Uniform Rules shall
apply to proceedings in connection
with the disapproval by the Board of
Directors or its designee of a proposed
acquisition of control of an insured
nonmember bank.

§308.111 Grounds for disapproval.

The following are grounds for dis-
approval of a proposed acquisition of
control of an insured nonmember bank:

(a) The proposed acquisition of con-
trol would result in a monopoly or
would be in furtherance of any com-
bination or conspiracy to monopolize
or attempt to monopolize the banking
business in any part of the United
States;

(b) The effect of the proposed acquisi-
tion of control in any section of the
United States may be to substantially
lessen competition or to tend to create
a monopoly or would in any other man-
ner be in restraint of trade, and the
anticompetitive effects of the proposed
acquisition of control are not clearly
outweighed in the public interest by
the probable effect of the transaction
in meeting the convenience and needs
of the community to be served;

(c) The financial condition of any ac-
quiring person might jeopardize the fi-
nancial stability of the bank or preju-
dice the interests of the depositors of
the bank;

(d) The competence, experience, or
integrity of any acquiring person or of
any of the proposed management per-
sonnel indicates that it would not be in
the interest of the depositors of the
bank, or in the interest of the public,
to permit such person to control the
bank;



